
Strengthening Communities Through Volunteerism & Community Service  

2011 BEST Neighborhoods 



Build ï Engage ï Sustain & Transform   Neighborhoods  



ÁVolunteer Florida focused its first year 

targeting organizations in 50 (of 67) 

counties. 

ÁSpecial attention provided to coastal 

counties impacted by the Deepwater 

Horizon Oil Spill. 

Simply the BEST 



Simply the BEST 

ÁPurpose: Train grantees to use a Strength-

Based Assessment  in conjunction with 

Neighboring to empower residents using 

volunteerism and service for community 

development.  

ÁFocus Areas: Environment, Economic 

Recovery, Disaster Preparedness, Human 

Needs, and Education 



Simply the BEST 

Volunteer Florida awarded 

$272,000 in sub-grants to 16 

organizations.  

 

 

 

 

 

V 8 community organizations 

 

V  3 faith-based organizations 

 

V  3 focused on youth  

 

V 2 organizations focused on   

 persons with disabilities.  Community Garden in Pensacola 



The BEST of  Times 

Á Be Ready Alliance Coordinating for Emergencies (BRACE) - Pensacola 

Á Chautauqua Learn and Serve Charter School ï Panama City 

Á Florida Crown Workforce Board ï Lake City 

Á Franklinôs Promise Coalition - Apalachicola 

Á Little Haiti Housing Association - Miami 

Á Sarasota County Openly Plans for Excellence (SCOPE) ï Sarasota  

Á Tampa Metropolitan Area - YMCA - Tampa 

Á Volunteer Services of Manatee County - Bradenton 

Á VolunteerLEON - Tallahassee 

Á ARC Broward - Building Generations Initiative ï Fort Lauderdale 

Á Belafonte TACOLCY Center - Miami 

Á Community Drug and Alcohol Council - Pensacola 

Á Faith Family Resource Center - Tallahassee 

Á Glad Tidings Community Church ï Key West 

Á Metropolitan Ministries - Holiday 

Á Samaritanôs Touch Care Center - Sebring 

 



The BEST Results 

Á14,217 

Volunteers! 
 

Á6,870 (48%) 

       New volunteers 

 

Á       78,569  
volunteer hours =  

$1.678 million!!* 

*www.independentsector.com 



Giving You The BEST That I Got 

ÁVolunteer Florida conducted a year-end 

survey to evaluate the BEST program 

ÁAs a result of the grant, 93% of 

respondents note an increased 

knowledge of ñneighboringò or change in 

determining solutions for community 

needs. 



Giving You The BEST That I Got 

ñSince I began my grant cycle with BEST, I 

have come to think of neighboring in reverse. 

Instead of creating a project and engaging 

residents to be part of it, I now seek residents 

to become leaders who address issues and 

needs in their communities by creating and 

implementing projects.ò   

J. Bush, VolunteerLEON 



Giving You The BEST That I Got 

ñThrough the BEST Neighborhoods Grant, we have 

provided the opportunity for individuals with 

disabilities to be of service to their community. This 

is both empowering to them and inspirational to the 

many people who were served.ò 

 

C. McCauley, 

Chautauqua Charter School 



Save The BEST For Last 

 

 

 

 

2012 BEST 

Neighborhoods 

 

Request For Proposals 

www.volunteerflorida.org/BEST 

 

 

 

        DUE 

November 17, 2011 
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